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REMARKS on the WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION Of the 


; EY E. 
‘Tue eye infinitely furpaffes all the works of the in- 


duftry of man. Its formation is the moft aftonithing 
thing the human underftanding has been able to acquire 
a perfect knowledge of. The moft fkilful artift could 
imagine no machine of that kind which would not be 
much inferior to what we obferve In the eye. What- 
ever fagacity orinduftry he might have, he could exe- 
cute nothing which would not have the impertections 
neceflarily belonging to all the works of man. We 
cannot, it is true, perceive clearly the whole art of di- 
vine wifdom in the formation of this fine organ; but 
the little we do know is fufficient to convince us of 
the infinite wifdom, goodnefs, and power of our Crea- 
tor. The moft effential point is for us to make ufe 
of this knowledge, weak as it is, tomagnify the name 
of the Moft High. 


In the firft place, the difpofition of the external parts 
of the eye is admirable. With what intrenchment, 
what defence, the Creator has provided our eyes! They 
are placed in the head at a certain depth, and furround- 
ed with hardand folid bones, that they may not eafily 
be hurt. The eye-brows contribute alfo very much 
to the fafety and prefervation ofthis organ. ‘Thofe 
hairs which form an arch over the eyes, prevent drops 
of {weat, duft, or fuch things, falling from the forehead 
into them. The eye-lids are another fecurity ; and 
alfo, by clofing in our fleep, they prevent the light from 
difturbing our reft. “The eye-lafhes {till add to the per- 
feCtion of the eyes. “Vhey fave us from a too ftrong 
light, which might offend us; and they guard us from 
the fmalleft duit, which might otherwife hurt the fight. 
The internal make of the eye is {till more admirable. 
‘The whole eye is compofed of coats, .of humours, of 
muflcles,and veins. ‘The tunica, or exterior membrane, 
which is called cornea, is tranfparent, and fo hard, that 
it can refift the rougheft fhocks. Behind that there is an- 
other within, which they call wvea, and which is cir- 
cular and coloured. In the middle of it there is an 
2 Which is called the pupi/, and which appears 
lack. 
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Behind this opening is the cryfa/, which is . 
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perfectly tranfparent, of a lenticular figure, and com- 
pofed of feveral little flakes very thin, and arranged one 
over another. Underneath the cryflal there is a moift 
and tranfparent fubftance, which they call the glaffy 
humour, becaufe it refembles melted glafs. The cavity, 
or the hinder chamber, between the cornea and the cryf- 
tal, contains a moifthumour, and liquid as water, for 
that reafon called the watery humour. It can recruit 
itfelf when it hasrun out from a wound of the cornea. 
Six mufcles, admirably well placed, move the eye on all 
fides,raife it, lower it, turn it tothe right or left, obliquely, 
or round about, as oceafion requires. What is moft 
admirable is the retin@, a membrane which lines the 
infide bottom of the eye. Itis nothing but a web of 
little fibres extremely fine, faftened to a nerve or finew, 
which comes from the brain, and is called the optic 
nerve. It isin the retina, that the vifion is formed, be- 
caufe the objects paint themfelves at the bottom of the 
eye on that tunica: and, though the images of exterior 
objects are painted upfide down on the retina, they are 
ftill feen in their true pofition. Now, in order to 
form an idea of the extreme minutenefs of this piQure 

we need only confider, that the fpace of halfa mile 

that is to fay, of more than elevenhundred yards, when 
it is reprefented in the bottom of the eye, makes but 
the tenth part of an inch. , 

I return thee thanks, O Lord God, for having formed 
my eye in fo wonderful a manner. My foul acknow- 
ledges thy infinite power, goodnefs, and wifdom. _Hi- 
therto I had not confidered my eyes as I fhould have 
done, that is, as a mafter-piece of thy hands, and 
as a demonftrative proof, that even the moft minute 
parts of my body are not the work of chance, and that 
thou haft formed them for moft ufeful purpofes.--- 
S urely Lama faint image and likenefs of THYSELF. 








SSS ett ae. = 


MAXIM. 


THE fame energy of mind which urges to the nobleft 
heights of benevolence, and affifts towards the fublimett 
attainments of genius, may alfo, if not properly directed, 
hurry us on to the wildeft extravagances of paflion, and 
betray into impetuofity and folly. 
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THE FATAL EFFECTS OF INDULGING THE PASSIONS, 
EXEMPLIFIED IN THE HISTORY OF M. DE LA PALINIERE, 


Tranflated from the French. 


(Continued from page 41.) 


OD of mercies! cried I, into what a frightful abyfs 
have my paflions plunged me. Had I fubdued jcalouty, 
had ¥ overcome my natural impetuofity, my idlenefs 
and inclination for play, 1 fhould have enjoyed acon- 
fiderable fortune; fhould not have borne the inward 
and dreadful reproach of effe&ing the death of a worthy 
young man, nor of being the primary caufle of the fa- 
crifice which his unhappy miftrefs will make to-morrow ; 
I fhould have been the delight of a benefa&tor, an Un- 
cle, who at prefent juftly thinks me ungrateful and 
incorrigible; and fhould not cowardly, at five-and. 
twenty, have renounced the duty of ferving my King 
and country. Far from being an obje& of contempt and 
public cenfure, I fhould have been univertally beloved, 
and, in poffeifion of the gentleft, moft charming, and 
moft virtuous of women, fhould have had the mott 
faithful and amiable of friends, and moreover fhould 
have been a father!" Wretch. of what ineftimable 
treafures haft thou deprived thyfelf! Now thou mayett 
wander, for ever, lonely and defolate over the peopled 
carth! So faying, I caft my defpairing eyes around, 
terrified as it were at my own comfortlefs and folitary 
fituation, 

Buried in thefe refle@ions, my attention was rouzed 
by the found of hafty fooifteps upon the fairs. My 
door fuddenly opened, a man appeared and ran towards 
me; I rofe initin@ively, advanced, and in an inftant 
found myfelf inthe arms of Sinclair ! 

While he preffed me to his bofom | could not refrain 
ny tears; his flowed plentifully, A thoufand contend- 
ing emotions were ftruggling in my heart; but excefiive 
confufion and fhame were moft prevalent, and kept me 
filent, 

l was at the farther part of Poitou, my friend, faid 
Sinclair, and knew not gill lately, how neceffary the 
confoletions of friendfhip were become ; befides, I want- 
ed {x months for my own affairs, that { might afterward 
devote mylfelf to you. Iam juft come from Fontain- 
bleau, have obtained leave of ablence, and you may now 
difpole of meas you pleafe, 

Oh Sinclair! cried I, unworthy the title of your 
friend, I no longer deferve, no mare can enjoy the pre- 
cious confolations which friendfhip fo pure thus gene- 

roufly offers: I am paft help, paft hope, 

Not fo, faid he, again embracing me; I know thy 
heatt, thy native fenfibility and noble mind: had I no- 
thing but compaflion tooffer, certain I could not comfort, 
] fhould have wept for and afflifted thee in fecret ;\ but 
thou wouldft not have feen me here. No; friendfhip 
infpires and brings me hither, with a happy affurance 
I fhall foften thy anguith, 

Sinclair’s difcourfe not only awakened the moft lively 
gratitude, but raifed me in my own efteem, In giving 


me back his friendfhip, he gave me hopes of myfelf, I 
immediately opened my whole heart to him, and found 
a fatisfaGtion of which I had long been deprived, 
of {pe 


that 


‘king without difguife of all my faults, and all 
ften interrupted 
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by my tears; 
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and Sinclair, after hearing me with zs 
much attention as tenderne(s, raifed his eyes to heaven 
and gave a deep figh, 

Of what ule faid he, are wit, fenfibility of foul, or 
virtuous difpofitions, without thofe folid, thofe inva- 
riable principles which education or experience alone 
can give! 
others, can never grow wife but at his own expence, 
aud is only to be taught by his errors and misfortuues. 

Sinclair then conjured me to leave Paris for a time, 
and travel ; adding that he would go with me, and preti- 
ed meto depert without delay for Italy, 1 give myiclf 
up entirely to your guidance, faid I ; diipole of a wretch 
who without your aid mult fink beneath his load of 
mifery, Profiting eccordinglyby thetemper in which he 
found me, he made me give my word to fet off in twa 
days. The evening before my departure, I wifhed once 
more to revifit the place where I had firft beheld my 
Julia. It was in the gardens of the Palais-Royal; but, 
afhamed of appearing in public, I waited till it was dark, 
There was mufic there that evening, and a great con- 
courle of people ; fo hiding myfelf in the moft ob{cure 
part of the great alley, I fat down behind a large tree, 


I had not fat long, before two men came and placed 
themlelves on the other fide of the tree, I inftantly 
knew one of them, by the found of his voice, to be 
Dainval, a young coxcomb, without wit, breeding, or 
principles ; joining to ridiculous affe€tation of perpe- 
tual irony, a pretenfion to think philofophically ; laugh- 
ing at every thing 5 deciding with felf-fufficiency ; at 
once pedantic and fuperficial ; {peaking with contempt 
of the belt men and the moft virtuous aétions ; and be- 
lieving himiclf profound by calumniating goodnels, 

Such was Dainval, a man whom I had-believed my 
friend till the moment of my ruin, and whole pernicious 
example and advice I had too often followed, I was 
going to rile and remove, when the found of my own 
name awakened my curiofity, and I heard the following 
dialogue began by Dainval : 


** Oh yes, it is very certain ne fets off to-morrow 
morning with Sinclair for Italy.’ 

‘ How! is he reconciled to Sinelain P’? 

‘* The helt friends on earth ! Generofity on one fide, 
repentance | on the other ; ; mutual tendernefs, tears, aiid 
tortures ; prayers, pardons, and. pacifications. The 
{cene was truly pathetic.”? — 

‘¢ So there is not a word of truth in all the Jate town 
talk 7°? | ! : 

‘© What, of their being rivals ? Why fhould you thisk 
fo ?”? | 

‘ Why, how is it poffible that Sinclair fhould be fo 
interefted about a man he had betrayed ?” 

“ Hia! ha!-————I do not pique myfelf much for 
finding reafons for other men’s eftions, though I doa 
little for the faculty of feeing things as they are, Sin- 
clair, ftill fond of Julia, would reconcile her to her 
hufband, in order to get her out of a convent again. 
The thing i is evident enough.” 

‘+ But wherefore then go to Italy ?" 

‘© To give the town time to forget the hiftery of the 
piture and the pccket bock.’ 
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‘ And yetthere areé many people who pretend the 
pocket-book was Belinda’s,”’ 

‘*A fable invented at leifure! The fa& is, poor La 
Paliniere knew well enough, previous to that difcovery, 
how matters went, and had told what he knew above a 
year before to whoever would liften.”’ 

‘6 Is he amiable, pray? What fort of a manis he ?” 

‘Who P La valiniere ! A poor creature ! talents 
exceffively confined; half ftup:d; no imagination; no 
refource; nocharaéter, Athis firft coming into life he 
threw himfeif in my way, and I took him under my 
tuition; but I foon faw it was labour in vain; could 
never make any figure; ahead ill turned; Gothic no. 
tions ; trifling views ; {carce common fenfe ; a Prodigal 
that gaped with confufion at the fight of a Creditor: a 
Gamelter, that prided himlelf on generofity and great- 
nefs of foul with adice-box in his hand ; any man’s 
dupe; ruining himfelf without enjoyment, and without 
eclat,”’ 

‘¢ Have you feen him fince his clafh ?” 

‘No; but I have burnt all our aceounts ; he’ll never 
hear of them more.” 

‘¢ Did he owe you many play-debts ?”’ 

‘“ Numberlefs, 1 have deftroyed his notes; not that 
1 breg of fuch things, nor fhould I mention this to any 
body elfe, ‘Tis a thing’of courfe you know with a 
man of {pirit ; though 1 would not have you fpeak of 
I could contain myfelf no longer at this laft 
fallehood. Liar! cried I, behold meready to pay all 
Iowe you; retire from this place, and 1 hopeto acquit 
my felf. 

‘Faith, faid Dainval, with aforced f{mile, Idid not 
expe& youjuft now, I muft confefs, As to your cut- 
throat propofal, it is natural enough for you; you have 
nothing to lofe, but I muft take another year to com- 
therefore, when you return from 
why we fhall fight on equal 





it. 


plete my ruin: 
Italy, or thereabouts, 
terms. 

So faying, he ran off without waiting for a reply, 
and left me with too much contempt for his cowardice 
to think of purfuit. 

This then is the man, faid 1 to myfelf, whom I once 
thought amiable, by whofe councils I have been often 
What a depth of depravity! What a vile 
and corrupted heart! Oh how hideous is vice when 
feen without aveil! It never feduces but when con- 
cealed ; and having ever a greater proportion of impu- 
dence than of artifice, it foon or late will break the 
brittle mafk with which its true face is covered. 

This lah edventure ‘furnifhed me with more than 
one fubje& for refleétian ; it taught me how carefully 
thofe who prize their reputation, ought to avoid making 
themfelvesthe topic of public converfation, in which 
the farcafms of {candal are always moft prevalents The mar 
licious add and invent, and the foolifh and the idle hear 
and repeat; truth is obfcured, and the deceived public | 


FOR JULY, 








condemn without appeal. . 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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ON THE THREE CORNERED HAT. 


Amonc the many things invented by man for his 
ufe, none perhaps is more ridiculous than the three cor- 
nered hat at prefent ufed by fome perfons.{ That it affords 
but an inconfiderable fhelter for the head, is a truth 
{carcely to be denied; and that the face of him who 
wears it remains expofed to the piercing rays of the fun, 
isequally true, If our anceftors deemed ita conveniency 
to wear the hats in queftion, experience teaches us at 
the prefent day, their great inutility : And fhall we then 
willingly {mile on thofe cuftoms which (tho’ formerly 
praétifed) proves at prefent highly injurious ? No; Let us 
confult our own feelings, and not the habits of former 
times,---Common fenfe points out their inconfiftency, and 
reafon mocks the ftupidity of him who madly fubmits 
to be ruled by cuftom, that tyrant of the human mind, to 
whofe government three-fourths of this creation foolithly 
fub{cribe their aflent. Again, the weight which is com- 
prifed in a hat of that fize, isa fufficient argument for 
their abolition, Wherein then can the utility of fuch 
an unwieldy machine confift? Is not the round hat 
more becoming? And does it not finally prove to the 
head by far the beft covering? ‘The contrary cannot be 
urged unlefs through prejudice or {elfifhnefs. That it 
looks refpe€table and facred, may be urged in favour of 
it; to thisI reply, that if to be impudent, conftitutes 
either of thofe chara€ters, the three cornered hat has the 
great good fortune to be fuperior to the other. It may 
be further advanced in its favour, that by letting down 
its brims it will anfwer the purpofe of an umdrella ina 
hot fummer’s day: true that for fize it may, but where 
is the perfon that would not rather make ufe of the real 
than the fi@titious machine? Why was the pains taken 
for the invention of an umbrella, if the hat could be 
made to anfwer, the fame views? Was it not becaufe the 
hat attra€ting the rays of the fun, was found to be inju- 
rious to the eyes, and therefore recourfe was had toa 
machine which proved not only a fhelter from the fun, 
but to the eyes far more beneficial. ‘To conclude, no- 
thing but a falfe pride, and a defire to be confpicuous, 
could ever induce a perfon thus inconfiftently to ufe 
that which will finally prove his folly. 
TYRUNCULUS, 
New-York, July 7, 1796. 
SEK KKK PS DDD 
A SPEAKING STATUE. 

LAUGINGEN, a city of Germany, is famous for the 
birth of Albert the Great, who made a ftatue, with fuch 
admirable clockwork, that it could walk, move its tongue, 
and fpeak diftin@ly. 

It one day happened that Thomas d’Aquinas, difciple 
of Albert, having entered the chamber where this ftatue 
was left alone, the ftatue advanced towards him, and {poke 
to him before he was aware. Thomas was.fo frighted at 
this, that he ftruck it feveral times, and broke to pieces 
this admirable work, which had coft Albert thirty years 


labour, 
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Tv the Evitor of the New-York Wetxry Macazine. 
Sir, 

THE inclofed Account I tranfmit to you for publica- 
tion, at the particular requeft of a friend, who is well 
acquainted with the circumftances that gave rife to 
it.—It is drawn up by a female hand, and fhe 
here relates refpe&ting Mr. Y————- what fhe knew 
of him herfelf, and what fhe had heard of him in her 
father’s family, where he had been an occafional vifi- 
tant; as I have no reafon to believe that this tranfac- 
tion has ever appéared in print, you will be pleafed to 
give it a place among your original compofitions, 





ANNA, 
N ew-Yoru, May 17, 1796, 
AN ACCOUN T 
OF A MURDER COMMITTED BY MR. J Y » UPON 


HIS FAMILY, IN DECEMBER, A. D. 1781. 


Te unfortunate fubje& of my prefent eflay, belonged 
to one of the moft refpeftable families in this ftate; he 
refided a few miles from Yomhanick, and though he 
was not in the moft affluent circumftances, he maintained 
his family (which confifted of a wife and four children,) 
very comfortably.—From the natural gentlenefs of his 
difpofition, his induftry, fobriety, probity and kindnefs, 
his neighbours univerfally efteemed him, and until the 
fatal night when he perpetrated the cruel aé&, none faw 
caufe of blame in him, 

In the afternoon preceding that night, as it was Sun- 
day and there was wo church near, feveral of his neigh- 
bours with their wives came to his houfe for the purpofe 
of reading the fcripture and finging pfalms ; he received 
them cordially, and when they were going to return 
home in the evening, he preffed his fifter and her huf- 
band, who came with the ethers, to ftay longer; at his 
very earneft folicitation they remained until near nine 
o’elock, during which time his converfation was grave as 
ufual, but interefting and affeétionate: to his wife, of 
whom he was very fond, he made ufe of more than com- 
monly endearing expreflions, and careffed his little ones 
akernately :—he {poke much of his domettie felicity, and 
informed his fifter, that to render his wife more happy, 
he intended to take her to New-Hampfhire the next 
day; ‘* 1 have juft been refitting my fleigh,” faid he, 
“and we will fet off by day-bresk.”’—Afiter finging 
another hymn, Mr. and Mrs, J-—{—n departed. 

«¢ They had no fooner left us (faid he upon his exami- 
nation) than taking my wife upon my lap, I opened the 
Bible to read to her—my two boys were in bed—one five 
years old, the other feven ;—my daughter Rebeeca, about 
eleven, was fitting by the fire, and my infant aged about 
fix months, was flumbering at her mother's bofom.---In- 
ftantly a new light fhone into the room, znd upon look- 
ing up 1 beheld two Spirits, one at my right hand and 
the other at my left ;---he at the left bade me deftroy all 
my idols, and begin by cafting the Bible into the fire ;--- 
the other Spirit diluaded me, but I obeyed the firfl, and 
threw the book into the flames. My wife immediately 


fMnatched it out, and was going to expoftulate, when I 


-_ 





threw it in again and held her faft until it was entirely 
confumed :---then filled with the determination to perfe- 
vere, I flew out of the houfe, and feizing an axe which 
lay by the door, with a few ftrokes demolifhed my fleigh, 
and running to the ftable killed one of my horfes---the 
other I ftruck, but with one {pring he got clear of the 
ftable,---My fpirits now were high, and I hafted to the 
houle to inform my wife of what I had done, She ap- 
peared terrified, and begged me to fit down; but. the good 
angel whom [ had obeyed ftood by me and bade me go 
on, ** You have more idols, (faid he) look at your wife 
and children.’’ I hefitated not a moment, but rufhed to 
the bed where my boys lay, and catching the eldeft in 
my arms, I threw him with fuch violence againit the 
wall, that he expired without a groan!---his brother 
was {till afleep---I took him by the feet, and dafhed his 
fkull in pieces againft the fire-place!--.Then looking 
round, and perceiving that my wife and daughters were 
fled, I left the dead where they lay, and went in purfuit 
of the living, taking up the axe again.---A flight fnow 
had fallen that evening, and by its light I defcried my 


wife running towards her father’s (who lived about hai? 


a mile off ) encumbered with her babe; I ran after her, 
calling upon her to return, but fhe fhrieked and fled 
fafter, I therefore doubled my pace, and when I was 
within thirty yards of her, threw the axe at her, which 
hit her upon the hip!---the moment that fhe felt the 
blow fhe dropped the child, which I direétly caught up, 
and threw againft the log-fence---I did not hear it cry--- 
I only heard the lamentations of my wife, of whom I had 
now loft fight; but the blood gufhed fo copioufly from 
her wound that it formed a diftin@ path along the fnow, 
We were now within fight of her father’s houfe, but 
from what caufe I cannot tell, fhe took an oppofite 
courfe, and after running acrofs an open field feveral 
times, fhe again flopped at her own door; I now came 
up with her---my heart bled to fee her diftrefs, and all 
my natural feelings began to revive; I forgot my duty, fo 
powerfully did her moanings and pleadings afle& me, 
‘* Come then, my love (faid 1) we have onc child left, 
“ letus be thankful for that--what is done is right--we muft 
‘* not repine, come let me embrace you---let me know that 
‘© you do indeed tove me.’’ She encircled me in her 
trembling arms, and preffed her quivering lips to my 
cheek.---A voice behind me, faid, ‘* his is alfo an 
idol !?’---l broke from her inflantly, and wrenching a 
ftake from the garden fenee, with one ftroke levelled her 
to the earth! and left the fhould only be flunned, and 
might, perhaps, recover again, I repeated my blows, till I 
could not diftinguifh one feature of her face!!! I now 
went to look after my laft fublunary treafure, but after 
calling feveral times without receiving any anfwer, I 
returned to the houfe egain; and in the way back 
picked up the babe and laid it on my wife’s bofom,---I 
then ftood mufing a minute---during which interval [ 
thought I heard the fuppreffed fobbings of fome one 
near the barn, I approached it in filence, and beheld my 
daughter Rebecca endeavouring to conceal herielf among 
the hay-ftacks.--- ; 
(Ta be concluded im our next.) 
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B THE VICTIM OF MAGICAL DELUSION, ‘‘ diftant apartment, . he was amufed bya gim:a 
bf? : U c ‘cards till midnight had fet in.”’ 

es. ING MEMOIRS QF MIGUEL, DUKE DE CA*I*A, cal g 
aS 98), UT “ But why did the Unknown not endeavour to gain 
Bd UNFOLDING MANY CURIOUS UNKNOWN HiSTORICAL FACTS. coe ; ‘a 

ey ee ee the German of Tfchink him over to his party ! 

. Tranfates from the werman § “at ‘We had really been charged by him to attempt it, 
E (Comenned ‘from pegs 64.7 ** however he difplayed fo much fidelity and unfhaken 
4 a A 6 drop the 
4 LAS! Palefki,” Lexclaimed, after a long paufe, y attachment to you, that we found it prudent to Pp 

ee ly hz ou opened my ecyes!’’ attempt, ni} 

if “how dient ly — rer ny aul z {enfible that my The confirmation of the good opinion which I always 
aa ‘5 Compole yourfelf, my ,0rTr ’ am icn . : °. ee h h 
ee ee whats: 1 cious, and I have to reveal to you a | had entertained of Pietro’s fiaelity, gave me fo much the 
ie “ time - as pre The Count afted the part of the | more pleafure, becaufe I faw myfelf to dreadfully miftak- 
—- reat deal more. é ‘ ee ra 

a 6 S . thich he could do with fanguine hopes of | €n in my opinion of the Count and the Unknown. 

A | ghoft, which he cou Fge 3 » Palefk pepe Aaa 
ad 4 er ; ed brother in a ftrik- Ido not know,” Palefki continued, ‘* whether the 
Wi ** fuccels, 2s he refembles his a one im a ae in coh ae eet Une dolled! tq 40’ 66 salertbed: sal 
“OBR . covered his body with a coe ikin, 

te ‘6 ing manner. He co ot ferper rpfe-like | ‘* Count or the Unknown, the former of whom had taken 
po ‘‘ which as well as his face, was painted of a corp 

: aa . owe . , con- | “upon himfelf the execution, and the latter the regula- 
Bees ‘“colour. A fpunge filled witha red mixture was cu tl : 

Bs | te shich had | ‘tion and dire€tion of the plot. All of us were enrap/ 
iz *chaded Decwink’' ti’ Seey Se. Yee wees ** tured at the fuccefsful execution of that Wndertaking : 
as) ‘five infciffures. As foon as the clock ftruck twelve, undertaking ; 


‘and the lights were extinguifhed, the moveable Sone 
‘s was drawn down into the lower apartment, the Count 
‘got through the aperture by means of a ladder, and 
‘the cone fnapped again in its former place, as foon 
‘tag thie taddder was removed, The fhroud in which the 
‘Count was wrapped had been rubbed with a fpirit 
‘¢ that diffufed a corple-like {mell through the apartment. 
‘¢ Whenever the Count gave a fignal, a flafh of light- 
‘ning illuminated the apartment, and you faw the pre- 
“tended ghofl, who addreffed the Countefs in a folemn 
‘ferious manner, The red colour penetrated through 
** the infciffures of the doe fkin as often as the Count 
‘* preffed the fpunge. Having finifhed his part, he 
‘* {tepped back upon the moveable cone, and funk down 
** into the lower apartment,” F 

* Unheard of fraud!’ I exclaimed, ‘* fo fimple, and 
** yet fo impenetrable—But, Palefki, can you explain 
** how the lightning and thunder, which was fo extreme- 
** ly natural, was effeéted ?” 





‘** Both were produced by two men in the apartment 
‘over your head. One fhook a large round copper 
** plate which the Unknown had found in the fecret cham- 
** ber, and caufed the thundering noife by its vibrations. 
‘The other was ftanding at a window, and produced 
‘the lightning by dirc@ting the light of a magic lanthorn 
“in fuch a manner that it was received by a large 
‘mirror which wes fufpended oppofite to the window 
“‘of the apartment where the gholt appeared, in fuch 
**a manner that it refle@ed the light into the ** room, 
‘and illuminated the ghof, who ftood in a {traight 
‘“‘ line with the window. The trembling motion in 
‘6 which the mirror was put, gave the illumination the 
“* appearance of flefhes of lightning, which difappeared as 
** often as the fhutter of the lanthorn was let down.” 


* But how didit happen that 1 did not obferve the mir- 


** ror when I looked out of the window ?”? 


“It was fattened to the branches of an oppofite tree, 
“* while you were at {upper ; however the darknefs of the 
“night, the diftance of the tree, and the black cloth with 
*‘ which it had been covered till twelve o’clock, had ren- 
** dered it invifible, Your fervant, from whom we care- 
“fully concealed our proceedings, had been removed toa 


‘‘ however confternation foon ftepped in thé room of joy, 
** when-we perceived the fatal effe& which that juggling 
** farce produced on the health of the Countefs, and we 
* fiould cortainly haye betraved the whole cheat, if the 
‘* immenfe prefents which the Unknown diftributed, and his 
** folemn declaration that he would reftore the health 
** of the Countefs had not filenced us,” 

© Was the illnefs of Amelia really fo dangerousas I have 
** been told by my fervant ?” | | 

** The accounts we gave him were very much exaggerat- 
** ed by the dire&tion of the Unknown, who perfuaded us, 
** that if you had a fincere love for our lady, it would in- 
“* creafe with the danger of lofing her, When we afked 
*¢ him onyour departure, for what reafon he did not oppofe 
‘fit, if he really defigned to promote your and her lady- 
‘“‘fhip’s happinefs: he replied, * Your notions of love 
** are very erroneous, if you cannot fee my drift. The 
** {park which glimmers in their bofoms, muft be blown 
‘fup into a blazing flame, by obftacles and difficulties; a 
** forcible feparation of two loving hearts, unites them 
** more firmly.’---Even the fi@titious account which I gave 
** you 6f the death of the Counteéfs was written by the 
“ defire of the Unknown; for he pretendéd to try the 
* ftrength of your love, by obferving the effe& which it 
‘*would ‘produce upon your heart. The intelligence 
‘‘which I gave you of the pretended miraculous reftora- 
** tion of the Countefs was forged, with the defign to ob- 
‘* literate the impreflion of the former, and to give you at 
‘the fame time ahigh notion of the power of the Un- 
** known,’? 

** But, certainly, you did not write that letter by his di- 
** re€tion ?’” , 

** Yes, my Lord, I did.” 

** And your recantation in the wood near ****n ?-..” 

** Wasa new cheat.”’ 

I gazed at him with aftonifhment. 

*“ You will recolle&, my Lord, that I told you the 
** Unknown, had given up all hope of feducing your feryant ; 
‘and yet he ftood in need of a man who enjoyed your 
‘* confidence, in order to be informed by him of all your 
‘* a€tions, wifhes and fentiments, and to govern youat his 





‘* pleafure, by his affiftance, without your perceivingtit. 
‘Lhe Count offered to attempt to get acquainted with 
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‘you. Im, order to deceive the keen-fightednefs of 
* your tutor, who was a principal obftecle to the execu- 
“tion of his defigns, he pretended to join with him in 
‘his hatred againft the Uaknown, whom he declared to 
‘“ be an impoftor, and thus made your governor believe 
“that he was an unprejudiced honeft man, For that very 
‘* reafon he perfifted in his declaration, accepted your 
‘* challenge, and produced the letter by which Amelia had 
‘‘informed him of the particulars of her recovery, and 
** proved my letter to be aforgery. He even accufed the 
* Unknown of ating in concert with me, with the view 
‘‘ to remove the moft diftant fufpicion of being connefted 
“with either of us. The Count would certainly not 
‘¢ have hazarded to pufh matters fo far, if he had not fore- 
“6 feen that a fcene like that which I a€ted in the 
‘6 wood near ****n would retrieve every thing, and clear 
‘ the Unknown of the fufpicion of having ated in con- 
“cert with me. The event has proved that he had not 
‘‘ been miftaken, amd now he thought it feafonable to 
*‘ change the fcene. Till then the Count had appeared 
“to countera&t him, though he had rendered him the 
‘© moft important fervices; but now, thinking to have 
‘gained a firm footing in your coniidence, he began to 
‘* declare openly for the Unknown. He could eafily fore- 
‘* fee what a feducing effc& this feeming change of opi- 
‘*nion would have upon you. For it was natural you 
*‘ fhould concéive the idea, that the unfavourable preju- 
**dice which the Count had manifefled againft the Un- 
** known, had been conquered by the reality and greatnefs 
‘Sof his miracles ; and fuppofing this, you could not 
** but think to have an additional motive for yielding 
“* without referveto the fublime notion of the power of 
** the Unknown, which you till then frequently had en- 


‘** tertained relu&antly. However the Count could not | 


** change his tone before the Unknown appeared juftified, 
** as well in his as in your opinion, if he would not expofe 
** himfelf to the danger of exciting your fufpicion, and for 
“that reafon the farce in the wood near ***n was atted,”’ 


‘¢ I comprehend you !” faid I, grinding my teeth with 
anger. ‘* But what of the farce ?”’ 

‘It was partly of my, and partly of the Count’s inven- 
‘tion, I had kept myfelf concealed in the wood of 
‘¢ ##@#n, fome days previous to that farce, and carefully 
‘*confulted with the Count, what I fhould doand fay in 
*‘ your prefence, We fixed on purpofe on an evening 
**on which we had juft reafon to expe& a thunder ftorm, 
‘‘ in order to givethe whole fcene more folemnity. We 
**chofe an unfrequented, folitary fpot.of the wood, for 
‘¢ the {cene of a€lion, where I difguifed mylelf in the ruins 
** of an old houfe, and awaited your arriyal without being 
‘“‘obferved, I painted my face with a light yellow, and 
** my feet with a red colour,and rufhed from my ambuth 
** with loud fcreams, as foon as I faw you at adiftance.”’ 

‘You dropped fenfelefs tothe greund, and behaved 
‘¢ ike a maniac ; what view had you by doing fo ?” 


‘‘T only wanted to ftrengthen the impreffion of my 


tale,” 
‘* You pretended to fee the Unknown ; was he really 


not far off, or did you only deceive me ?” 





“a 








Tt was mere deception, for he was then many miles 
*¢ diftant from **#*#*n,”’ 


** But what you told me of the hermit was true? or 
‘* was it allo a preconcerted tale ?” 


He was prevented from returning an anfwer bya fud- if: 
ven fainting fit, which probably was the confequence of ) 
his having talkedtoo much, I rang the bell for the nurfe q 
and retired with the intention of hearing the next morn, 
ing the continuation of Palefki’s confeflion, A namelefs 
fenfation thrilled my whole frame when 1 went 
home, I wifhed and dreaded to find the Count at our 
hotel, being enraptured at the idca of treating the 
unmafked impoftor with that humiliating contempt which 
he fo well deferved ; but fhuddering at the thirft for 
revenge which [ felt in my bofom, ‘and that animated me 4 
to take a fatisfaétion againft which my good genius warn- 
ed ine. However, to my and his fortune, he was not at 
home, He had, as Pietro told me, taken fome papers out 
of his trunk, during my ablence and left the houfe fud- 
denly, Phe evening and the night paffed without his Pi 
being returned, and he was not come back in the morning a 


whenI went to the hofpital. 


~ 
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I entered Palefki’s apartment, burning with impatience 
to hear his farther difcoveries. But alas! he wasonthe 
brink of eternity, and died a few minutes after my ar- 
rival, 

I would have given worlds if I could have prolonged 
the life of this man only for a few hours. His relation had 
thrown a light only over a part of my myfterious hiflory, 
and a far greater part was ftill furrounded with impene- 
trable darknefs. I have never been fo fentible how much 


more painful half fatisfied curiofity is, than utter ignorance 


or the moft dreadful certainty. How much did I now 
repent that I had not interrogated Palefki the day before, 
on the fateof my tutor, Amelia’s fentiments for me and 
herabode, The Unknown hadindced given me very flat- 
tering hopes, with regard to thele dear people ; however, 
what reliance could f have on the promiies of an impoftor ? 
Entirely left to mylelf, I was obliged to leave it to fome 
fortunate accident, or to his gencrofity, whether I eyer 
fhould have the happinefs of meeting them again P Frail 
hope! and yet it was my only jupport in my friendlefs, 
diftrefling fituation, the only prop on which I could lean. 
Being in aworld to which | was almoft an utter ftranger, 
without a friend or guide, furrounded with the invifible 
{nares of two impoftors, threatened by an uncertain and 
gloomy futurity, I readily gave myfelf up tothe {weet 
ideas of poMfibility, in order to confole myfelf for the 
melancholy reality, 


Two days were now clapfed, and the Count was not yet 
returned, which confirmed my apprehenfions that he had 
fled, A lookat histrunk fuggeiteda thought to me which 
i could not fazke off ; the coniequence wasthat I opened 
it with a mafter-key, with an intention to fearch whether q 
I could not find fome papers, which would throw a light . 
upon feveral dark parts of my hiftory, 

(To be continuet.) 
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OBSERVATION. 


icine pretty much of arambler, I occafionally fall 
intoa variety of company ; and as I am fomething of a 
moralift, I frequently make refle&tions on what I fee. 

In one of my late excurfions, I happened in company 
w tha younglady, lately from Wales ; whom I found to 
be a very focial perfon. She entertained me with an ac- 
count of many circumftances relating to her own country ; 
and withal expreffed her difappointment with regard to 
the ideas fhe had entertained of the Americans. ** I have,’ ’ 
faid fhe, *¢ always heard them reprefented as the moft hu- 
«¢ mane, free, and agreeable people in the world; but on the 
‘* contrary, find them quite the reverfe : for fince I came 
** to this continent,[ have not received a fingle vifit froma 
‘© young lady of my neighbourhood, or had the leaft atten- 
‘tion paid me.’’ I exprefled no {mall difapprobation 
and furprifeat this account ; butatthe fame time was in 
no wileat a lofs to difcover the caufe. I found her fo ve- 
ry tenacious of the manners and cuftoms of Wales, that 
fhe could not by any means perfuade herlelf to recede from 
them; though very different from thofe of New-York, 
This isan error that moft Europeans fall into. They are 
fo poffeffed of the notion, that the inhabitants of America 
are an ignorant fimple race of mortals, that they come over 
with a view of being received as inftru@ors, and implicit- 
ly adhered toin all their peculiarities, B ut this hypothe- 
fis being far from truce, they frequently give difguft by 
their magifterial deportment; and while they perfift in 
thefe ideas render themielves ridiculous, 

The foregoing obfervations led me to a more general re- 
fle@ion on the amazing force of tradition, and the narrow 
contr:Ged principle of digotry > which nothing, methought 
fo juftly reprefented, as a hungry man, fitting down toa 
fumptuous table, richly replenifhed with a variety of ex- 
cellent difhes ; who having tafted of one, and finding it 
agreeable, could not be perfuaded there was another good 
one before him, ETHICUS, 

New-York, July 16, 1796, 





WONDERFUL ACCOUNT OF A MAN-FISH. 


LEXANDER, of Alexandria, and above fifty other 
hiftorians, have written an account of a man named Col- 
las, whom they call the Fith Collas; this man had accul- 
tomed himfelf from his infancy to the frequenting of the 
fea, till at laft he became an inhabitant thereof ; and dwelt 
there with fuch obftinate delight, that he would not be 
perfuaded from it ; fo that at length he became viicous 
and waterifh, and continued in the fea the greateft part 
of his life; being fometimes hidden betwixt two waves 
like a fifh, fo that he could not be feen for five or hx 
hours together, and would feldom come out in lefs than 
eight or ten days; but when he fawa fhip he would 
{ometimes go aboard, and live with the mariners for fome 
time ; and when tired he would throw himlelf overboard 





mio the fea and be gone, He faid that when he was on 
fhore, he ufed to be troubled with a pain ia his Romach, 
which he had not when in the water, 





tw 
=) 


1796. 3 


For the New-Yorn Waezxty MAGAZINE. 


ON POLITENESS. 


F-ouvenass is requifite to keep up the relith of 
life, and procure us that affeétion and efteem which 
every man who has a fenfe of it muft defire. The efta- 
blifhed maxims of politenefs are little lefs than good- 
nature, polifhed and beautified by art; they teach a per- 
fon to behave with deference towards every body, in all 
the common incidents of fociety ; and particularly fo 
whenever a perfon’s fituation may naturally beget any 
difagreeable peculiarity in him. Thus, old men know 
their infirmities, and naturally dread contempt from the 
young; hence, well educated youths redouble the in- 
ftances of refpe& towards their elders. Strangers and 
foreigners appear to be without prote&tion; hence, in al! 
polite companies, they receive the firft marks of civility, 





MOORISH GRATITUDE, 


M. CHENIER, in the prefent ftate of Morocco, re- 
lates, that as the late Emperor was once pailing the river 
Beth on horfeback,at a place where it falls into the Seboo, 
he was in imminent danger of being drowned, when one 
of the negroes plunged into the ftream, and faved his life, 
at the rifque of his own, Having preferved his royal 
matter, the flave fhewed marks of exultation sat his good 
fortune. But Sede Mahomet drawing his fabre, with one 
blow almoft fevered his head frem his body : exclaiming 
** Here is an infidel, to fuppofe that God ftood in need of 
his affiftancé to fave a Shariff’s life.’”’—The fame mag- 
nanimous defpot being once flightly reproached by a 
French Conful for not performing a promife made him, 
an{wered, ** Takeft thou me for an infidel, that I mutt be 
the flave of my word-- Know that it isin my power to 
fay and unfay whatever and whenever I pleale. 





THE FORGETFUL MAN, 


A Gentleman in Angiers, who did not truft to his me- 
mory, and wrote down all he was to do, wrote in his 
pocket book ‘© Memorandum, that I muft be married 


when I come to Tours.’’ 








NEW-YOR K., 


MARRIED, 

On Friday evening laft by the Rev. Dr. Fofler, Mr. 
Georce Gaines, to Milfs Exizasetu Tayior,both of 
this city. 

————————————X—lCcNe==s=S=S—S$SKXwvm\Wm= 
EPtIT AP 4H, 
ON A VIOLENT SCOLD. 











Beneath this ftone, a lump of clay, 
Lics Anastira Younc, 

Who on the : wenty-fourth of May, 
Becan TO MOLD HEA TONGUE: 
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SIR, 


The follow ing juvenile performances, were circulated in manufcript, during 
the late revolution, when the Britifh Forces held poffeffion of this city, 
in confequence of the improper refort to the walk in front of Trinity 
Church ; if you think them worthy of being preferved in your amufing 


repofitory, they are at your fervice. 
THE MALL. 


Tuts is the {cene of pay refort, 
Here vice and folly hold their court, 
Here all the martial band parade, 

To vanquifh—fome unguarded maid : 
Here ambles many a dauatlels chief, 
Who can, O great beyond belief! 
Who can, as fage hiftorians fay, 
Defeat—whole botties in array. 


Heavens ! fall a fervile daftard train 
The manfions of our dead prophane, 
A herd of undiflinguifhed things, 
‘That fhrink beneath the frown of kings ! 
Sons of the brave and virtuous band, 
Who ied fair freedom to this land, 
Say, fhalt a lawlefs race prefume 
To violate the facred tomb, 
And calmly you the infult bear ? 
Even wildeft rage were virtue here. 
Shades of our fires, indignant rife, 
Oh! arm, to vengeance arm the fkies, 
Oh! rife, for no degenerate fon 
Bids impious blood the guilt atone ; 
By thunder from th’ etherial plains, 
Avenge your Own difhonour’d manes ; 
Bid guardian light’nings flahh zround, 
And vindicate the hallowed ground, 
MATILDA. 





THE RECANTATION. 


HADI the mufe of fatirc’s warmeft rage, 

To brand the vices of an impious age, 

To {natch the villain from his happieft lot, 

In calm oblivion to remain forgot, 

Give modeft merit toa nobler fate, 

And doom the guilty to eternal hate : 

How vain, how foolifh, in thefe blamelefs times, 
Th’ unmeaning raving of fatiric rhymes! 


Aufpicious mufes grant your happier art, 
With panegyric warm eac h grateful heart ! 
And foremoft letthe lank Pompofo ftand, 
Te cruth diffentions ina rifing land, 

And {catter thoufands,—what tho’ envy fay 
He gave his thoufands in the eye of day, 

He gains his juft reward, applaufes by’t, 

Nor in a fcanty bufhel hides his light. 

‘Lell how the fair are now fo wond’rous kind, 
Their love is boundlefs, free and unconfin’d, 
To all their foft approving glances fly, 

To all that are unknown to poverty. 


Next fing the trim well-powder’d warriors courfe, 
Recount the gorgeous trappings of his horfe ; 


A. 
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ADDRESSED TO A YOUNG LADY ON TRANSCRIRING FoR HER A 


How the broad umbrage intercepts Sol’s rays, ; 

To thade his beauties from too “secea Haze: 4 
Far fromthe field, he, foe to re’ ofn dare }. 
The direr dangers of intemp’fa@e fare, r 

While day nor night his ardent labours clofe, 
And the full cellar interdi€s repofe : 


O’er hallowed ground no daring footfteps tread 
But facred hold the manfions of the dead ; 
Its fhades prophan’d no ruin'’d temple mourns, a 
Nor ghofts bewail their violated urns. a 


Thus, while to praife my eafy numbers roll, os 
And foft applaufes footh each raptured foul ; *" 
How will my name te diftant ages fhine, s 
And fame, though not unfathion’d truth, be mine, 
How will full bloom my opening honours crown, 
Aad give my deathlefs name to high renown. 


MATILDA. if 





TO MATILDA. 


MATILDA, ftop thy courfe of virtuous raze, 
And fpare from fatire this unthank ful agee 
The world, while fafhion di€tates moral law, 
While gold repairs where nature feels a flaw, 
While nobler paffions fink as time decays, 
And love forgets its fears, and fame its praife, 
The world unmov’d, will hear t:y cloquence, 
The diétion flatter, but reject the fenfe, 

Reeee, 
New-York, 1779. 
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ELEGY, 





POEM ON THE DEATH OF TWO UNFORTUNATE LOVERS. 


I F o’er the lover’s melancholy bier 

Unbidden forrow from thine eyes fhould flow, 
Check not the tender fympathifing tear, 

Nor bluth to foften at another’s woe, 





Indulge the tender luxury of grief, 
Mclt at thofe pangs which nipp’d their fpringing bloom, 
And (foon as flatiering hope deny’d relief,) 
Conlign’d them early viétims to the tomb. 
The heart infenfible to woe like this, 
Demands no caution to fecure its eafe, 
Alike depriv’d of every focial blifs, 
No wit can warm it, and no beauty pleafe. 
Yet while the foft emotion is admir’d, ° 
Thro’ which thy virtues with mild radiance fhine, 
Forgive the pain thy danger has infpir’d, 
The figh left Emma’s fate fhould e‘er be thine ! 
Ah ! let it teach thee — nor be too fecure-—— 
That love, tho’ virtuous, may thy peace deftroy, 
That death’s dire dart may fix thy ruin ture, 
And blaft for ever ail thy hopes of joy. 





While this refieion dwells uvom thy mind, 
The with truth didates, fure thou wilt approve, 
Long may thy heart its blifs in freedom find, 
And dread the foft deluiive pow'r of love. 
: ELEGIOGRAPIW'S. ° 
New-York, June 24, 2796. 
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